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 Chorus Showcase Review!!! 
 

 The Chorus Showcase was such an exciting experi-

ence for everyone who attended and performed.  Members 

of the chorus council not only announced the performers, 

helped back stage, but several members even performed! 

Performing in front of a crowd with your friends watching 

created a bit of stage fright.  But, the performers pushed 

through it and as they say, “The Show Must Go ON!” The 

finale was so much fun. It was to the song “Best Day of 

My Life.” Everyone was on stage singing and dancing. We 

would like to give credit to Emily James for creating the 

choreography. In the end, all of the performers had a great 

time, and many of us we would like to do it again! 
 

By : Victoria Moran and Mikayla Bukowski 

Internet Safety 
With today’s technology, students are finding more ways to connect, share, like, and 

post. However, with this technology, students are also finding new ways to bully and hurt 

each other. Technology gives the “bully” complete anonymity. It is easy to bully people 

through a screen. Being anonymous creates a shield in which a bully can hide behind.  This 

gives  bullies a sense of empowerment. On Tuesday, February 28, the internet safety assem-

bly  highlighted and informed students of the consequences of misusing social media.  

 

 Innovations in technology in recent years have allowed students to stay connected with 

everyone they know. However, this constant access to each other can have drastic                      

consequences. Anything that’s put online may be irreversible and hurtful.  Once something 

goes     viral, a digital footprint is planted and it is almost impossible to remove.  Therefore, 

Internet  safety is a crucial part of our modern world. Stay safe!!! 

       ~Gavin Crago and Evan Clausen 
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The hungry otter 4                                  

Originally a Tail by Salem Nyari 
Brief Summary of chapter one by Salem Nyari and chapter two & three by Alaina Roberts: Emmitt Otter has 

been alone all his life with his pet crab Greg. That’s until he meets Kelpintine, a waitress at the Animal Mammal 
Store. They go for coffee together every Wednesday until one evening Kelpintine asked Emmitt if she can eat Greg 
as she is getting weird cravings in which she wants crab. Kelpintine admits her romantic feelings towards Emmitt to 
him and they get in a fight ending with Kelpintine being thrown out of Emmitt’s house. Soon enough, it’s Christmas 
and Greg and Emmitt are decorating. Greg goes shopping and meets Pea, a poor mussel who he bought something 
for. Greg returns home to discover that Emmitt just found out he has a sister. 

 
“What?!” Greg couldn’t believe his ears. Greg knew Emmitt had been alone all his life. This couldn’t be. 

“How could you have a sister?!” Greg clutched his antennae in his claws in shock and disbelief. 

 

“That’s what I thought…here, sit down. This might be a long talk.” Emmitt offered a furry arm to Greg 

who scuttled on. The otter sat down with a sigh as the crab stared intensely at him. Emmitt could even describe the 

fixation as disturbing, but then again he already felt sick to his stomach. 

 

“Actually…she’s my half-sister. When I was born, she was twelve. My father was married before he met 

my mother and one day he came home from working as a cashier at the Fur-Real Deals to find that his wife had 

left. She’d packed up everything, filed for divorce without him knowing, and left. My half-brother was two and a 

half at this time. After my mother and father met, they dated and eventually got engaged. However, my mother's 

little brother was killed by an orca. In a bought of grieving, my mother and father ran off and eloped.” Emmitt took 

a deep breath, his face full of fresh agony. “My half-sister ran away when I was three. I don't remember her. I’ve 

heard I loved him: apparently there are thousands of pictures of her holding me, I was her buddy, and she was my 

favorite of anyone in my family.” Talkative Greg was at a loss for words. All he could do was hug his best friend 

and owner as Emmitt’s waterworks exploded. An hour later, Greg asked Emmitt if he wanted to go to Fur-Real 

Deals and see if they had any leads on his dad. He blew his nose, threw the tissue on the overflowing trash can, and 

nodded. 

 

Once at the store, they walked in and Greg was pleasurably surprised to see Pea Mussel working behind 

the counter. “Pea!” “Greg!!” She ran to him and hugged him. The scene brought a smile to Emmitt’s tearstained 

face.  

 

“Pea! You got a job?!” Greg asked excitedly. She nodded bubbly. “Yup! Right after Christmas! Now I can 

make enough money to support myself and…” She trailed off. “What happened to your mom? Wasn’t she sick?” 

Greg interrogated softly. Pea gulped and her eyes slightly moistened. “She…she…she demanded free time a-a-and 

they thought she was okay enough to handle it…an otter…ate her…” The female mussel’s eyes darted over to the 

male otter then returned to Greg and mustered a weak smile. “So…what bring you here?” Greg couldn’t speak but 

somehow Emmitt located his voice. “We’re looking for records of Ophelia Otter’s dad?” 

 

Pea went white as snow. “O-Ophelia? N-n-no…” “Why not?! She’s my half-sister; I deserve the right to 

know where she is!” Expressed oblivious Emmitt. Pea’s eyes shone. “You don’t understand…she killed my     

mother!” That’s when her eyes rolled back in her head and she fainted.  
TO BE CONTINUED…                                                 By: Alaina Roberts 
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Q:  Dear Lizzy, 
 How can I Bring my grades up?                                                  

~mati9898 

 A: Dear mati9898,  

    It’s been my experiences that if at first you don’t succeed, try, try, 

again! If all else fails, poor dear, be a nerd and contact a teacher. 

                                                  ~ Lizzy 

Q: Dear Lizzy, 

    During a test my neighbor has been cheating off my test, what do I 

do?  

                                    ~Estabannspongebob 

 A: Dear Estabannspongebob, 

      Maybe that person is feeling insecure about the material and just 

needs a little help studying. First of all, tell the teacher and then offer to 

help them.  

                                                  ~Lizzy 

 

The newspaper is accepting questions for the Dear Lizzy Column, drop off is in 

room 116 (Mrs. Wright’s room). 
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                                  Shoutouts 

 

Shoutout to Megan Orlowski : You had a great 

season in swim. 

Shout to Liliana Billi : You get really good 

grades. 

Shoutout to Mr Bush : For dealing with the        

advanced math classes. 

Shoutout to Alexander Hamilton :  For creating 

America’s Government 

Shoutout to Lin-Manuel Miranda and the              

creators of Hamilton : For creating an amazing 

musical with a diverse cast. 

Shoutout to Becca Geiger : For getting 100 on 

the French test. 

Shoutout to Megan Harvery : For doing a             

really good job in swim season. 

Shoutout to Sarah Polek : For being a really 

good person. 
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Dating in Middle School: Is It Worth the Risk?                                                                               

By: Alaina Roberts 

 
We all know that many kids in middle school have started dating other middle school kids. 

We’ve all seen those two people who are whispered about in the hallways holding hands, or maybe 

it’s as simple as a name surrounded by hearts in an Instagram biography.  Kids have even started da-

ting in elementary school. Kids not even in the eighth grade will date high school kids. However, is 

this morally right? Is this mentally healthy? Is there even a POINT? 

 

Kids in middle school have high hormones that run wild like a cheetah runs after its prey. This 

can give us confused and misinterpreted feelings. Kids can even be convinced they are “in love” at 

our age, whether they are or not. While a tween can have a crush, it is more likely that if they wait to 

court the person later on in life, if they still like them by then, the relationship could have more   

meaning. 

 

Dating is a part of growing up, but middle school dating can be risky. Turns out, puppy love 

may not be quite as harmless as it seems. According to research by greatschools.org, dating in middle 

school is tied to poor study habits and even dropping out as well as behaviors such as drinking alcohol 

and doing drugs. A study by Pamela Orphans, a child development researcher at the University of 

Georgia, even went as far to find out that “The kids who report little or no dating, their teacher        

evaluations are consistently higher — and the kids who report dating more, their teacher evaluations 

are consistently low.”. Some students never or hardly ever dated from middle school through high 

school and these students had the best study skills and grades according to this investigation. 

 

Forbidding kids to date until they’re sixteen is a popular solution for legal guardians. Their 

claim is that dating is about learning to establish stable romantic relationships and tweens just aren’t 

capable of that yet. For every upside to middle school romance, there’s a pretty harsh downside.  

 

Yet simply banning dating till later may be neither simple nor effective. With girls reaching  

puberty earlier, is it wrong to force kids to ignore their biological development? And what about the 

kids who’ll date anyway, just behind their parents’ back? 

 

The middle school years are a time of major transition for kids our age as nature forces them 

along the path toward adulthood. It’s not like parents or any adults can prevent middle schoolers’    

sudden strong interest in a certain person because, well, hormones and whatnot. While young girls are 

swooning over the “guy of their dreams” and boys think that they have found the prettiest girl in the 

world, where will their relationship go? Will they stay together till high school? This is very unlikely. 

Many kids in middle school date because they have a crush on the person and it is fun to be going out 

with someone. What really irks me is the fact that the sole purpose of dating is to find suitors for the 

one you will marry and most people our age don’t seem to respect that. High school sweet-heart,  

maybe. Middle school crush, don’t get your hopes up. 
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By: Elijah Wilbur 

The Early Years 

 The great James Madison was a small boy with poor health, but 

luckily , he enjoyed reading books. He received early education from tu-

tors until he was eleven. Then his family sent him to a celebratory school 

run by Donald Robertson. There, James studied until age 16, when he 

went back home and was tutored by Revenant Thomas Martin. He then 

went to the College of New Jersey (renamed Princeton in 1886) and dili-

gently completed the four-year course in 2 years.  

James Madison Enters Politics 

 In 1775, Madison represented Orange County as a delegate in a Vir-

ginia convention on how to decide a new government for Virginia that 

would be independent from Britain. During that convention, he estab-

lished a close friendship with Thomas Jefferson that would last fifty 

years. Soon after the Revolutionary War began, the Continental Army 

was starving.  Madison convinced Congress to pass a tax bill to fund the 

army with food, clothing, and supplies. After the war, Madison returned 

to Virginia legislature. Three years later in 1786, the states hated the taxes 

the federal government were applying to them, and debt-ridden farmers 

led an uprising in Massachusetts (Shays' Rebellion), but were put down 

by Massachusetts militia. Clearly, a new constitution was needed, so the 

date was set for a Constitutional Convention, May 25, 1787. At the Con-

stitutional Convention, Madison’s proposal, called the Virginia plan, was 

a system of checks and balances consisting of three branches to keep the 

central government from becoming too weak and the states too powerful. 

After many debates and arguments, plus over one hundred speeches by 

Madison himself defending his plan, the new constitution was signed by 

fifty five delegates on September 15, 1787. To be continued….. 

Venezia, Mike. James Madison. New York: Children's, 2004. Print.  

James Madison 
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Fun Page! 
By: Megan Orlowski & Becca Geiger 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turn this page in to room #116 (Mrs. Wright) fully 

completed in order to be entered in a drawing to 

win a prize!   
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St. Patrick’s Day Fun Page 
By: Megan Orlowski & Becca Geiger 

Turn this page in to room #116 (Mrs. Wright) fully completed in order to be entered in a 

drawing to win a prize!   
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Healthy Shamrock Shakes 

 

1 overripe large banana, peeled and frozen 

cacao nibs or chocolate chips 

1/8 tsp to 1/4 tsp pure peppermint extract (I like 1/4 tsp) 

up to 1 cup milk of choice – For a super-rich shake, use full-fat canned coconut 

milk 

optional: 1/4 cup frozen spinach 

*If you can’t get on board with the greens-in-smoothies thing, you can opt for 

green food coloring or just drink a white mint shake. Or add a pinch of spirulina! 

 

Blend all ingredients in a blender until completely smooth, using anywhere from 

2/3 cup to 1 cup milk, depending on desired thickness. Make sure the banana you 

use is at least somewhat brown, so you don’t get that unripe earthy banana flavor 

in your mint chocolate shake! You can add the chocolate either before or after 

blending. Be sure to use pure peppermint extract, not imitation.  

~James Rizzo 



 

 

Page 10 

VOLUME 3 ISSUE 4  

The End…. But wait! 

There’s still more!!! 

And don’t forget…  
If you want to see one of your articles in the 

newspaper, make sure to join our club!! 

 

Meetings are 

the first and 

third Tuesday 

of every month. 

 

Scan this QR code or type 

this link to see the                

Newspaper Club Members 

wish you a happy St.          

Patrick’s Day! 


